
 

PHS  students are using their 

own electronic devices to 

earn the number one spot in 

the state and climb higher 

and higher in the national 

rankings at Vocabulary.com. 

The Vocabulary.com         

competition began last year 

as a pilot program in Mr. 

Adrian Lojko’s 10th Grade 

English class, and following 

great success, it has been 

embraced by language arts 

teachers throughout the   

district. Students use their 

own devices to power up 

their word power, often  

soaring past the vocabulary 

lists in the curriculum. In  

September alone, PHS       

students mastered 11,577 

words, ranking the school # 1 

in NJ and # 20 in the country. 

The app makes it easy to 

learn new words anytime, 

anywhere and is a great    

example of new thinking in 

adaptive technology.  

And now, many Piscataway   

students will log onto Vocab-

ulary.com as the program is 

coming into use district-wide. 

Students at Conackamack and 

Schor are already seeing their 

scores jump into the top ten 

in the state. This is another 

way to measure academic    

success in Piscataway! 

Piscataway Schools—There’s an App for That! 

Now, users of Piscataway 

Schools’ website can down-

load a handy app to get their 

school information quickly 

and seamlessly. Using this 

app means one click opens up 

events, the Genesis Parent 

Module, school menus, or the 

full website. To download the 

app, simply enter               

PiscatawaySchools.org in a 

mobile device’s browser, and 

follow the prompt. Now all 

Piscataway school              

information can be found 

with one click on the apple 

icon. The Piscataway Schools 

App is free and available for 

download on both iPhone 

and Android devices. 
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FAQ’s 

Each month we’ll highlight  a 

frequently asked question. A 

complete list of FAQs is on the 

district website under “Quick 

Links” 

How can I check my child’s 

progress during the school 

year?  

You can access student(s) 

grades, attendance, and    

other important information 

online through the Genesis 

Parent Module, available to 

all parents of Kindergarten - 

Grade 12 students.  

* To register click on Genesis 

Parent Module on the district 

homepage.  

* If you do not have an e-mail 

address, free e-mail can be 

obtained through 

www.yahoo.com and     

http://gmail.google.com.  

* Please email                     

piscatawaydata@pway.org 

with questions or concerns 

regarding Genesis Parent 

Module.  

Students log onto Vocabulary.com using their own devices 



On Monday, October 12, Randolphville 

Elementary celebrated reading  and the 

193 students who finished their summer 

as  “Super Summer Readers.” These   

students read frequently throughout the 

summer and kept a reading log with 

“starred” reviews.  

At the Super Summer Reader Celebration 

Principal Slivko, Assistant Principal Messi-

na,  Mr. Robert Coleman, Supervisor of 

Literacy/Humanities, and a number of 

Randolphville teachers, shared with the 

students their love of reading, their     

favorites books, and who inspired them 

to read. Mr. Coleman challenged every 

student to be a Super Summer Reader 

next summer. 

Teachers read stories, students listened 

to upbeat music, and selected students     

presented a book talk to encourage      

reading. 

Following the Super Summer Reading    

Assembly, the first of the Randolphville 

students visited the school’s annual fall 

book fair, helping to continue their love 

of reading all year long. 

Donations came from  businesses, 

churches, community organizations 

and individuals.  

The 2016 Backpack Drive will take 

place during the summer months.  

Piscataway residents will once again 

have the opportunity to donate in  

partnership with the Piscataway      

libraries. 

On Tuesday, September 29, Grandview 

Elementary School welcomed               

Assemblyman Joe Danielson of New   

Jersey’s 17th District and other business 

leaders who generously donated 110 

filled backpacks for students in need. 

Overall this year, the program collected 

over 800 backpacks and filled them with 

essential supplies, including pens, pencil 

cases, rulers, glue sticks and notebooks. 

Grandview students, with Principal Baskerville and 

Assistant Superintendent Dr. Frank Ranelli, thank 

Assemblyman Joe Danielson for  bringing backpacks 

and supplies for so many students. 

Randolphville Counts 193 Super Summer Readers 

Grandview Backpack Donation 

activities in the music, art, and         

technology classrooms with  students 

who have special needs.   

The goal is to provide opportunities for 

both general education and special    

education students to interact with each 

other.  As the year progresses, additional 

students will be added to the leadership 

program as a way to inspire.  MLK       

students are truly leaders and living the 

school’s motto, “It’s Cool to be Kind at 

King.” 

The “MLK LEADERS” program is in full 

swing at Martin Luther King Intermediate 

School!   

The leadership program is for students 

who exhibit leadership qualities,         

kindness and compassion.  Teachers                   

recommended students to serve as role 

models and each week these select   

students participate in instruction and 

MLK Leaders 
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“It’s Cool to Be Kind 

at King.” 

Dr. Avi Slivko and Ms. Megan Messina,             

Randolphville’s Principal and Assistant Principal, 

share their love of reading with their students. 



Meteorologist and former NBC and Channel 9 Weatherman John 

Marshall visited Arbor School on October 9 to an enthusiastic    

response. Students learned about the importance of observation in 

science, about cloud formations and the Water Cycle, and how to 

determine how close a thunderstorm actually is.  

Students can now answer questions such as “Why is there     

weather?” and “Why are there seasons?”  

They also learned how a green screen works, as the students     

became weather forecasters for a day! 

Conackamack Musical     

Director and Chorus Teacher 

Amanda Gorzynski displays a 

“Care-Actor” Board in her 

classroom. During the first 

week of school, students 

posted their personal       

definitions of and ways to 

show good character. This is 

one of the many activities that 

Conackamack students will partici-

pate in this year to inspire them to 

spread  positive character traits 

throughout the community.   

As an added bonus, the   display’s 

Peanuts theme ties in with the 

Conackamack Spring Musical, You’re 

a Good Man, Charlie Brown, slated    

for March 17 – 19. 

Arbor Students Become Meteorologists for a Day 

Conackamack’s Care-Actor Board 

 

 

Eisenhower Elementary invited students to create posters describing how 

they would inspire themselves and others to make good choices. The   

posters showed one of five ways to show respect: for others, ourselves,      

authority, property, and the environment. Many students participated 

in this voluntary project, and winners were chosen for each grade. 

The photo shows the contest winners from each grade along with     

their framed posters, which will hang in their grade level wings. 

Eisenhower Respect Assembly 
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Meteorologist John Marshall discusses cloud formations 

and storm systems with Arbor students. 

With the students are Dr. Laura Heimlich, School Psychologist/Behaviorist,    

Dr. Frank Ranelli, Assistant Superintendent, and                                                  

Eisenhower Principal Colleen Pongratz. 

Conackamack’s “Care-Actor” Board inspires positive                                    

character traits  throughout the community. 
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Homeroom teachers tallied up points for 

every participating student and this year, 

the seniors took first place with 1690 

points. 

For the first time in several years, Spirit 

Week included a school-wide pep rally 

that recognized the fall athletes, the 

Piscataway High School celebrated Spirit 

Week beginning on Monday, October 5, 

with students and staff dressed as      

superheroes, and ending Saturday,     

October 10 at the Homecoming Dance, 

dressed to impress in “Red Carpet” style. 

Days in between found different themes: 

on Tuesday, favorite sports teams; 

Wednesday was “Wacky Wednesday”; 

Thursday was “Destination Day”; and on 

Friday, everyone showed their PHS spirit 

by dressing in black and gold. 

Hallway decorating took place after 

school on Wednesday. The seniors took 

first place for their Monsters, Inc.        

Hallway, followed by the Junior’s      

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles Hallway; 

the Sophomores Adventure Time        

Hallway; and the Freshmen’s Wreck-It 

Ralph Hallway. 

cheer team and dance team, and the 

Superchiefs Marching Band.  

The pep rally culminated in battle of the 

classes. Students competed in tug of war, 

dizzy bat, and a relay race. Once again, 

the seniors finished in first place. 
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PHS Spirit Week a Big Success 

The Freshman 

Wreck-It Ralph 
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